A 68-year-old man presented with recurrent right sinusitis. He had a 50-year history of recurring sinus problems, including bilateral sinus windows that had been placed when he was 20 years of age.
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Computed tomography (CT) of the sinuses showed an antrostomy at the midportion of the medial wall of the left maxillary sinus (fi gure, A). Also seen on CT was a soft -tissue thickening in the right ethmoid sinus and the right maxillary sinus with what appeared to be a right middle meatal antrostomy. Th e left uncinate process was intact. CT also demonstrated right ethmoid and maxillary sinusitis (fi gure, B).
Nasal endoscopy showed a middle meatal antrostomy on the right (fi gure, C) and evidence of a pre- vious partial resection of the inferior turbinate on the left . Careful examination of the left nasal airway showed an unusually placed antrostomy through the midportion of the left inferior turbinate (fi gure, D). Endoscopic visualization through this transturbinate antrostomy revealed a clear left maxillary sinus with normal-appearing mucosa. A maxillary sinus drainage procedure was described several hundred years ago by Cowper. 1 Subsequent maxillary surgical procedures were described by Caldwell and Luc. 2, 3 Inferior meatal antrostomy was a commonly performed procedure for many years 4 before it yielded to middle meatal antrostomy as the procedure of choice 5, 6 for drainage and ventilation of the maxillary sinus.
Th e case described herein demonstrates a left maxillary antrostomy performed through neither the mid-dle meatus nor the inferior meatus. Th is unusually placed left antral drainage opening can be described as a transinferior turbinate antrostomy. It evidently functioned well for nearly 50 years. Ironically, the right middle meatal antrostomy that had been performed at the same time did not function well over the years.
